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kindled by friction ; and when a new village is founded (or
colony sent out) fire from the old sacred fire is taken to be
the sacred fire of the new village.1
When we have thus tracked the custom of maintaining
a perpetual fire to a savage tribe in Africa, a simple ex-
planation of its origin is not far to seek.    Savages are com-
monly obliged to make fire by rubbing two sticks against
each other, in the form either of the fire-drill or of the stick-
and-groove.2   The process is laborious at the best of times,
and it is especially so in wet weather.    Hence it is con-
venient to keep a fire constantly burning from which other
fires may be kindled as they are needed.3   This convenience
rises to necessity in the case of savages who do not know
how to make fire.   Thus the Andaman Islanders, according
to Mr. E. H. Man (whom an eleven years' residence in the
Islands and an intimate acquaintance with the people entitle
to speak with authority), have always been ignorant of the
art of producing fire, and hence they take the utmost pains
to prevent its extinction.    " When they all leave an encamp-
ment with the intention of returning in a few days, besides
taking with them one or more smouldering logs, wrapped in
leaves if the weather be wet, they place a large burning log
or faggot in some sheltered spot, where, owing to the char-
acter and condition of the wood invariably selected on these
occasions, it smoulders for several days, and can easily be
rekindled when required/' 4   Here we see the perpetual fire,
1  The same applies to Greece, ex-     general) got fire originally is a question
cept that in Greece there is no evidence     which does not here concern us.   That
that the fire was tended by the chief's     fire was first  procured  from  a  tree
daughter.                                               struck by lightning is unlikely, though
2  See E. B. Tylor, loc. cit.                   the peculiar sanctity which the Parsis
3  This obvious explanation of the     ascribe to such fire and the pains they
origin of perpetual fires is given by     take to procure it might put us on
Dr.  Gustav  Fritsch in his valuable     this scent.   See D. J. Karaka, History
work Die Eingeborenen Siid-Afrika's     of the Modern Parsis> London, 1884,
(Breslau,  1872), p.  232.    It had oc-     ii. p. 213.   Mr. Man inclines to think
curred to me independently. Compare     that the Andamanese got their fire from
also R. Taylor, Te Ika a Maui, or New     one or other of the two volcanos (one
Zealand and its Inhabitants (London,     of them now extinct) in the Islands.
1870), p. 368, and Sir John Lubbock,     This so far confirms Oscar Peschel's
Origin of Civilisation^ p. 312.                 view of the origin of fire among men
4  E.    H.    Man,    Aboriginal   In-     (Volkerkunde, 6te Aufl. 1885, p. 138).
habitants of the Andaman  Islands,     On this view the heaven from which
Triibner and Co. (1885), p. 82.   How     Prometheus  stole  his   fire   was   the
the   Andamanese   (or   mankind   in     "skyish head" of some great volcano.